
The Greatest War in the World History where 40 Sikhs stood 
against 1 million decorated Mughal armed forces 
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§ 8 Sikhs were stationed at all the 8 windows 
of the fort with their bow and arrow

§ 32 were given other duties

§Kotha Singh & Madan Singh were assigned 
to guard and protect the Main Door.

§Guru Gobind Singh, Bhai Daya Singh, Bhai 
Sant Singh, Baba Ajit Singh & Baba Jujhar 
Singh sat on the attic to launch arrows and 
protect the perimeter.

§Alam Singh & Maan Singh were assigned to 
make rounds to ensure all the Sikhs have 
sufficient supply. 
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After observing Nahar 
Khan’s death - Ghani Khan 

tried to  climb the fort 
wall with a ladder, Guru Ji 

dropped a Gurj (mace) 
which killed him.
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General Nahar Khan brought a ladder to 
climb the fort quietly and Guru Gobind
Singh Ji saw him and blessed him with 
His arrow.



Sikhs ran out of arrows, bullets and other means of distanced defense.
Guru Ji then decided to have direct ground combat with the  Mughals as the last means of 
defending the fort by forcing the army to retreat and maintain a safe perimeter around 
the fort. 
Sikhs were then selected in Jathas
(groups) to leave the fort and confront 
with the attacking army in sequential 
manner as this will keep them engaged.
The first Jatha :
§ Bhai Khajan Singh Ji
§ Bhai Daan Singh Ji
§ Bhai Dhian Singh Ji

All the three Sikhs fought bravely and 
attained their martyrdom after 
combating courageously in a manner 
that the world never saw before. 
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Chirion se main baaz turaun, Tabe Gobind Singh naam kahaun

It is when I make sparrows fight hawks that I am called Gobind Singh 

Gidderon se main sher banaun, Tabe Gobind Singh naam kahaun

It is when make I make lions out of wolves that I am called Gobind Singh 

Nichon se main ucch banaun, Tabe Gobind Singh naam kahaun

It is when I make the lowly rise that I am called Gobind Singh

Sawa lakh se ek laraun, Tabe Gobind Singh naam kahaun.

It is when I make one fight a hundred thousand that I am called Gobind Singh
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Pyare Bhai Mokham Singh Ji (28 years old) came with 
folded hands and bowed in reverence to Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji for allowing and blessing him to fight alone with 
the huge army all alone. Guru Sahib gave His blessing and 
Pyare Bhai Mokham Singh fought vigorously forcing 
Mughals to retreat and becoming unparalleled warrior. He 
fought on till he was hit from treacherous blows from the 
back. Pyare Bhai Mokham Singh stood his foot till the last 
drop of his blood.



§ Pyare Bhai Sahib Singh

§ Pyare Bhai Himmat Singh

§ They attacked like 
falcons with their swords 
and cleared the entire 
frontage of the fort

§ They were shot with rain 
of arrows and bullets.

§ Finally attained Shahidi.
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§ Bhai Isher Singh Ji 

§ Bhai Dewa Singh Ji 
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§Pyare Bhai Daya Singh came to 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s 
audience and requested Guru 
Ji to leave the fort with Baba 
Ajit Singh and Baba Jujhar 
Singh.

§Guru Ji refused and insisted to 
be with His Sikhs till the end .
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§ Bhai Mehar Singh

§ Bhai Kirat Singh

§ Bhai Anand Singh

§ Bhai Lal Singh

§ Bhai Kesar Singh

§ Bhai Amolak Singh

Till now the following Mughal 
generals had died;

§ Nahar Khan
§ Gerat Khan
§ Gul Sher Khan
§ Khwaja Mardud

§ Mughals retreat to re-
strategize the war and 
prepared for the second 
strong attack.
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All the remaining Singhs were 
preparing to go for the second time 
to request Guru to leave the fort but 
they saw Baba Ajit Singh was already 
asking for blessings to go for the war. 

Guru Ji said :

jwa surmy, 

sUrimAW dy sUrmy rx ivc jwa

qy lohw kro, insMk lohw kro[

Go Warrior, You are the warrior of 
all warriors. Go to the battlefield 

and and fight valiantly 
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Baba Ajit Singh Ji replied;
nwm kw AjIq hUM jIqw nw jwaugW[

jIqw bI gieAw , qoN jIqw nhI AwaugW[
Ajit Singh is my  Name, I shall never be conquered and if I am 

conquered I shall never return alive  



§ Baba Ajit Singh (18 years old)

§ Bhai Alam Singh

§ Bhai Jwahar Singh – Maha Yodha

§ Bhai Dhian Singh – Yogi Raj

§ Bhai Sukha Singh – Gun Specialist

§ Bhai Bir Singh – Sword Specialist

They rode their horses right into the forces 
in all directions. The Mughals were forced 
to retreat as they couldn't bare the force 
which was extra ordinary.
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Dohra: Baba Ajit Singh pierced through the Pathans in the 
Warfield with His sparrow. Observing such valor, all 

applauded Oh God! Khuda! Khuda!
(Ref: Sri Guru Sobha – Kavi Sainapat)

dohrw[ lyq proie pTwn ko sbhn sWg idKlwie[

dyKq hI sB krq hY Ary Kudwie Kudwie[
(sRI gur soBw – kvI sYnwpiq – pMnw 126 (sMpwdk gMfw isMG) 
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!ਹਜ਼ਾਦਾ-ਏ-ਜ਼ੀ-!ਾਹ ਨ) ਭਾਗੜ ਸੀ ਮਚਾ ਦੀ ।
The kingly son of the Guru, Sahibzada Baba Ajit Singh Ji caused 
a havoc in the battlefield,

ਿਯਹ ਫ਼ੌਜ ਭਗਾ ਦੀ, ਕਭੀ ਵੁਹ ਫ਼ੌਜ ਭਗਾ ਦੀ ।
The Mughals started running away from him in all directions,

ਬੜ9-ਚੜ9 ਕੇ ਤਵੱਕੋ ਸੇ !ੁਜਾਅਤ ਜੋ ਿਦਖਾ ਦੀ ।
He showed great bravery while fighting the tyrants,

ਸਿਤਗੁਰ ਨ) ਵਹA ਿਕਲੇ ਸੇ ਬੱਚੇ ਕੋ ਿਨਦਾ ਦੀ ।
Guru Ji blessed Baba Ajit Singh Ji through His graceful vision 
from the mud fort of Chamkaur Sahib,

!ਾਬਾ! ਿਪਸਰ ਖ਼ੂਬ ਦਲੇਰੀ ਸੇ ਲੜੇ ਹੋ ।
Guru Ji said, “Well done my son, you’ve fought very fearlessly.”

ਹF, ਕਯG ਨ ਹੋ, ਗੋਿਬੰਦ ਕੇ ਫ਼ਰਜ਼ੰਦ ਬੜੇ ਹੋ ।
Allah Yaar Khan says, “Why wouldn’t Baba Ajit Singh Ji fight 
well, after all he is the son of the Guru.”
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§ Baba Ajit Singh Ji’s quiver were empty of arrows.

§ He took his spear and was surrounded, all other 
singh came to help.

§ Baba Ji went further inside the thick army and 
killed uncountable leaders and the spear was then 
stuck in an armour and broke.

§ Baba Ji unsheathed his sword.

§ He later saw Anwar Khan who was commanding 
his army. Baba Ji went to him & struck him with his 
Katar, by then he was surrounded.

Baba Ajit Singh Ji was then struck with arrow, 
bullets and spears. His body was pierced by 
over 320 arrows and many bullets before he 
blew His last breath.

One of Baba Ajit Singh Ji’s spear (Barcha)
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ijs kI bsqu iqsu AwgY rwKY ] 
I have just offered Almighty’s gift back to Him,

pRB kI AwigAw mwnY mwQY ] 
and have willingly accepted Almighty’s will,

aus qy caugun krY inhwlu ] 
In return, Almighty blesses with 4-fold of gifts.

nwnk swihbu sdw dieAwlu ]2] 
(268-12, gauVI suKmnI, mÚ 5)

Guru Nanak, the Master is always benevolent. ||2||

Guru Ji uttered the following Shabad upon the 
Shaheedi of Sahibzada Baba Ajit Singh Ji;
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ਬੇਟੇ ਕੋ &ਹਾਦਤ ਿਮਲੀ ਦੇਖਾ ਜੋ ਿਪਦਰ ਨ4 ।
When Guru Gobind Singh Ji saw his son attaining martyrdom 
in the battlefield,

ਤੂਫ਼7 ਬਪਾ ਗ਼ਮ ਸੇ ਕੀਯਾ ਦੀਦਾ-ਏ-ਤਰ ਨ4 ।
Looking at this, Guru Ji was in a spirit high as a raging storm,

ਇਸ ਵਕਤ ਕਹਾ ਨੰਨ?4 ਸੇ ਮਾਸੂਮ ਿਪਸਰ ਨ4 ।
At the same time, Guru Ji’s younger son, Sahibzada Baba Jujhar 
Singh Ji came forward to Guru Ji,

ਰੁਖ਼ਸਤ ਹਮB ਿਦਲਵਾਉ ਿਪਤਾ ਜਾਏਗਂੇ ਮਰਨ4 ।
Baba Jujhar Singh Ji said, “Please grant me the permission to 
go into the battlefield now to sacrifice myself for the faith,

ਭਾਈ ਸੇ ਿਬਛੜ ਕਰ ਹਮB ਜੀਨਾ ਨਹJ ਆਤਾ ।
I do not know how to live without my brother by my side,

ਸੋਨਾ ਨਹJ, ਖਾਨਾ ਨਹJ, ਪੀਨਾ ਨਹJ ਭਾਤਾ ।
I don’t know how to sleep, eat and nor do I know how to drink 
without him.”
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§Observing Baba Ajit Singh’s Shahidi, Baba 
Jujhar Singh came to Guru Ji to request for 
the honour to be in the war.

§Guru Ji : You have never participated in this 
sought war

§Baba Ji said,
ਲੜਨਾ ਨਹJN ਆਤਾ ਮੁਝੇ ; ਮਰਨਾ ਤੋ ਹੈ ਆਤਾ ।

ਖ਼ੁਦ ਬੜH ਕੇ ਗਲਾ ਤੇਗ਼-iਪ ਧਰਨਾ ਤੋ ਹੈ ਆਤਾ ।

Although I may not have the combat  skills 
but I surely know how to die, at least I 

know how to keep my neck on the sharp 
edge of a sword
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ਲੋ ਜਾਓ, ਿਸਧਾਰੋ ! ਤੁਮ-. ਅੱਲ-ਾ ਕੋ ਸ2ਪਾ !
Guru Ji replied, “Go my son, I have given you to Almighty,

ਮਰ ਜਾਓ ਯਾ ਮਾਰੋ ; ਤੁਮ-. ਅੱਲ-ਾ ਕੋ ਸ2ਪਾ !
Either you kill or get killed, I have given you to Almighty,

ਰੱਬ ਕੋ ਨ ਿਬਸਾਰੋ ; ਤੁਮ-. ਅੱਲ-ਾ ਕੋ ਸ2ਪਾ !
Do not forget Almighty, I have given you to Him,

ਿਸੱਖੀ ਕੋ ਉਭਾਰੋ ; ਤੁਮ-. ਅੱਲ-ਾ ਕੋ ਸ2ਪਾ !
Go and resurrect Sikhi, I have given you to Almighty,

ਵਾiਹਗੁਰੂ ਅਬ ਜੰਗ ਕੀ ਿਹੰਮਤ ; ਤੁਮ-. ਬਖ਼Aੇ !
May Waheguru bless you with all the strength to fight this 
battle,

ਪਯਾਸੇ ਹੋ ਬਹੁਤ ਜਾਮ-ਏ-Aਹਾਦਤ ; ਤੁਮ-. ਬਖ਼Aੇ !
Since you are longing for it, may Waheguru bless you with 
martyrdom as you wish,
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ਬੇਟਾ, ਹੋ ਤੁਮ ਹੀ ਪੰਥ ਕੇ ਬੇੜੇ ਕੇ ਿਖ਼ਵੱਯਾ ।
Son, you are the captain of this ship of Khalsa Panth,

ਸਰ ਭKਟ ਕਰੋ ਤਾਿਕ ਧਰਮ ਕੀ ਚਲੇ ਨੱਯਾ ।
Go and sacrifice your head for the flourishment of 
faith,

ਲੇ ਦੇ ਕੇ ਤੁਮ9A ਥੇ ਿਮਰੇ ਗੁਲ!ਨ ਕੇ ਬਕੱਯਾ ।
Water the flower of this faith with your blood,

ਲੋ ਜਾਓ, ਰਾਹ ਤਕਤੇ ਹN ਸਬ ਖ਼ੁਲਦ ਮK ਭੱਯਾ ।
Go and fight this battle now, your brother is waiting for 
you in the afterlife,

ਖ਼ਵਾਿਹ! ਹੈ ਤੁਮ9K ਤੇਗ਼ ਚਲਾਤੇ ਹੂਏ ਦੇਖK !
I wish to see you, use your sword in the battlefield,

ਹਮ ਆਂਖ ਸੇ ਬਰਛੀ ਤੁਮ9K ਖਾਤੇ ਹੂਏ ਦੇਖK !!
I also wish to see you get pierced by a spear while 
fighting.
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ਦਸ ਬੀਸ ਕੋ ਜ਼ਖ਼ਮੀ ਕੀਯਾ ਦਸ ਬੀਸ ਕੋ ਮਾਰਾ ।

ਇਕ ਹਮਲੇ ਮ1 ਇਸ ਏਕ ਨ4 ਇਕੀਸ ਕੋ ਮਾਰਾ ।

ਖ਼ੱਨਾਸ ਕੋ ਮਾਰਾ ਕਭੀ ਇਬਲੀਸ ਕੋ ਮਾਰਾ ।

ਗ਼ੁਲ ਮਚ ਗਯਾ ਇਕ ਿਤਫ਼ਲ ਨ4 ਚਾਲੀਸ ਕੋ ਮਾਰਾ ।

ਬਚ ਬਚ ਕੇ ਲੜੋ ਕਲਗ਼ੀ? ਵਾਲੇ ਕੇ ਿਪਸਰ ਸੇ ।

ਿਯਹ ਨੀਮਚਾ ਲਾਏ ਹB ਗੁਰੂ ਜੀ ਕੀ ਕਮਰ ਸੇ ।

§ Baba Jujhar Singh Ji wounded 10-20 
people while killing the other 10-20 of 
them,

§ In one blow, he alone killed 21 soldiers,

§ Baba Ji killed all of the fierce looking 
soldiers and generals of the army, 

§ A havoc was caused when the Mughals 
saw Baba Ji alone killing 40 people in one 
go,

§ The Mughals tried defending themselves 
from Baba Ji,

§ As he had brought a sword belonging to 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji with himself,
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§ Baba Jujhar Singh (14 years old)

§ Bhai Sahib Singh

§ Bhai Sukha Singh 

§ Bhai Lakha Singh

§ Bhai Chaupa Singh 
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§ Baba Jujhar Singh rode his horse as 
though it was a lightning striking with 
great speed and impact.

§ Baba Ji demonstrated the most fierce 
battle and everyone was astonished to 
see a young boy with enormous 
courage and strength for over an hour.

§ Baba Ji was then surrounded and the 
rain of arrows and bullets struck at 
once. 

§ Baba Ji fell from his horse and thus was 
the Shaheedi
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Guru Gobind Singh Ji did Rehraas and Ardaas
Himself.

Upon which Guru Ji uttered;

kbIr myrw muJ mih ikCu nhI jo ikCu hY so qyrw
]

qyrw quJ kau saupqy ikAw lwgY myrw ]203]

Kabeer says there is nothing that I own within my 
possession as all that there is belongs to you. 

All that rightfully belong to You is return to Your 
possession therefore what is left that can referred to 

me. 
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§Pyare Bhai Daya Singh along 
with 5 Singhs came to Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji’s audience and 
requested Guru Ji to leave the 
fort.

hm jYsw qum krhu jnu lwKoN

hm ko qum eykY jgdIs[

You may create hundreds of 
thousand Sikhs like us but for us , 

You are the only One Master of the 
world.

§Guru Ji could not say no to the 
Panth
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Guru Ji decided He would 
leave with
§Pyare Daya Singh Ji
§Pyare Bhai Dharam Singh
§Bhai Maan Singh Ji

§Guru Ji agreed with a 
condition that He will 
prefer everyone 
including Mughals to be 
aware of his departure.
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In the fort
§Bhai Sant Singh
§Bhai Sanggat Singh

War Drummer
§Bhai Jivan Singh
§Bhai Kala Singh

On Towers
§Bhai Ram Singh Ji
§Bhai Kehar Singh Ji
§Bhai Santokh Singh Ji
§Bhai Deva Singh Ji
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Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji by clapping and 
announcing His departure calling upon the 

opponent army to stop Him if they can. 

When the Mughals heard Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s 
voice and the clapping, they rushed towards Guru Ji 

with torches in their hands, Guru Ji launched an arrow 
which put off their torches and they started attacking 

each other.  

gieAw ihMd pIr kih qwlI bjweI[

ipCy khw KuAwj pkro shweI[
(so swKI – swKI 58 – sMpwdk ipAwrw isMG pdm) 

buJ geI qbY nswl nbwbu sMGwirAw[

ho Awps mo lr pry qlwvY sirXw[
(isMG swgr – bIr isMG – pMnw 130 pMjwbI XUnIvristI pitAwlw)

32
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§ The Mughal managed to come close to Sri 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji but the three companion 
Sikhs stood as a shield to protect and keep the 
path clear for Guru Ji.

§ Observing the field with bodies piled and 
bodies of beloved GurSikhs, Guru Ji removed 
His footwear and walked barefooted in the 
pitch dark night.

§ Guru Ji’s feet were pierced by thorns and the 
feet was swollen.

§ Guru Ji laid down on bare ground with a pot 
made as a pillow in open during the chilling 
winter night. Although He was challenged with 
the most intolerable situation but in high spirit 
he uttered the praises of Almighty Waheguru.

imqR ipAwry ƒ hwlu murIdW dw khxw ]

quDu ibnu rogu rjwieAw dw EFx

nwg invwsw dy rhxw ]

sUl surwhI KMjru ipXwlw

ibMgu ksweIAw dw shxw ]

XwrVy dw swƒ sQru cMgw

B`T KyiVAw dw rhxw ]1]1]6]

The next day the three GurSikhs, Pyare
Bhai Dya Singh Ji, Pyare Bhai Dharam Singh 

and Bhai Maan Singh Ji found Guru Ji
Seeing the condition of Guru Ji’s feet, Bhai 

Maan Singh Ji carried Guru Ji on His 
shoulders.
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Arrested  & taken 
as prosinors
through the 

unbearable chill 
of winter in open 

bullcart from  
from Kheri to 

Morinda
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When the darkness of night came and all were 
sleeping, Ganggu took this opportunity to 
carry the bag of gold coin from the possession 
of Mata Gujar Kaur Ji and bury it in the ground. 
(Ref: Sri Gur Pad Prem Perkash by Baba Sumer Singh)

During the night Ganggu took the bag of gold coin and buried it in 
the verandah. He came back into the house and went back in the 
morning to collect. (Ref: Bhai Duna Singh Handuria)

The wicked Ganggu did the most lowly act by stealing 
the gold coin pot and hiding it by means burying it in the 

ground. (Ref: Gurbilas Patshahi 10 by Bhai Sukha Singh)
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rYn prI jb sBsY gey ] 

muhrn dwbq idj ju Bey ]
(sRI gur pd pRm pRkwS – ikRq bwbw sumyr isMG)

cOpweI[

BeI rYn KurjI iqn lInI] jw kr coey mih g`f dInI ]

muV AwXo qb Awpny dvwrw ] BeI Bor qb Pyr isDwrw]
(ikRq – BweI du`nw isMG hMfUrIAw)

pwCy jo cMfwr ikRq kInw[ KurjI kwF Drn gf dInw[

miD Kf gwFI qb jwie[ muhr rupYXy KurjI Dwie[
(guriblws pwqswhI 10 – BweI suKw isMG) 



§ Next morning, Mata Ji asked Ganggu if he 
has taken the sack of gold coins as she saw
him removing it last night.

36

Dohra:
Ganggu came back home and said to Mata Ji ‘The gold 
coin jar is missing. I don’t know as most probably  its 

stolen’. 
Mata Ji replied, ‘Its good, let it go. What is more 

precious than having my family safe as wealth has 
never exhausted in the house of Guru Nanak. ‘ 

Ganggu said, ‘Are you blaming me?  You just get out of 
my house now as this how you appreciate me.’

(Ref: Bhai Duna Singh Handuria)

• Ganggu started shouting, Mata Ji asked him to
forget about it as for her the gold was meaningless.

• In order for Ganggu to secure the gold coin for
himself and enjoy the wealth, he decided to lodge a
report to get rid of Mata Ji and young Sahibzades.
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dohrw[

qb igRh mYN AYsy khY, eIhW KurjI nwih]

ko jwnY ikn gih leI, hm ko soJI nwih]

qb mwqw jI Xh khXo, BlI hueI dyhu jwn]

jO hm bcy qo ikAw kmI, mwXw hm qy Awn]

qb msMd AYsy khY, hm kO quhmq dyihM]

hm Gr qy qUM jwih Ab, hm sO kYsw nyhu]
(ikRq – BweI du`nw isMG hMfUrIAw)



§ Ganggu tried poisoning Mata Ji and 
Sahibzade by asking his mother Soobi to 
mix poison in their food, however his 
mother refused. (Ref: Shaheed Bilas & Gurdwara 
Darshan by Gyani Thakur Singh)

§ On the purpose to attract attention, Ganggu
started shouting at Mata Ji that she called 
him a thief who had risked his life to save 
her and her grandsons. 

§ Later, he came out of the house and 
announced loudly that Guru Gobind Singh’s 
mother and young Sahibzade are with him.

§ He went to the village chief (Sarpanch) and 
he immediately sent his people to guard 
Ganggu’s house so that Mata Ji and 
Sahibzade do not escape.
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caupeI[ 

qbY duSt mn AYsy AweI ] 

jwie muirMfy khXo sunweI ] 

duie pTwx ciVH Awey qbhI] 

mwqw jI kau pUCXo jbhI]

(BweI dunw isMG hMfUrIAw)

§ To make matters worse, Ganggu under the 
intense influence of greed went along with the 
village head (sarpanch) to the Police station in 
Morinda.

§ He told the Kotwal (Head of Police) that he has 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s mother and younger 
son with him at his place and asked for the 
bounty money.

§ Kotwal immediately assigned two of his 
soldiers to arrest Mata Ji and Sahibzade. He 
ordered for a message to be sent to Nawab 
Wazir Khan  in Sirhand. 
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§The Kotwal assigned his two 
soldiers (who were brothers) by 
the name of Jani Khan & Mani 
Khan to arrest Mata Ji and her 
young grandsons.

§The people of Village Kheri came 
to protect Mata Ji but Mata Ji 
stopped them by saying that it is 
the Will of Waheguru so let the 
fate takes its cause.  

§The people of Kheri were cursing 
Ganggu for his betrayal and 
excommunicated him.
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§ The Kotwal interrogated Mata Ji to 
find out the where beings of Sri Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji and other 
accompanying Sikhs.

§ Mata Ji told that she is also eager to 
find out where her separated family 
has gone.

§ The messenger came back with an 
order from Nawab Wazir Khan to 
escort Mata Ji along with Baba 
Jorawar Singh and Baba Fateh Singh 
Ji to Sirhand immediately

40
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Jani Khan stayed back in Morinda to 
guard the prison meanwhile Mani 

Khan went to Sirhand to inform Wazir 
Khan. After which Wazir Khan 
imprisoned them in Sirhand.

Mata Ji held the Sahibzade tight to 
keep them warm.  41SRI GURU GRANTH SAHIB JI ACADEMY

jwnI mwnI rMgV duie BweI, 

aun Awn murMfy Gr rKy bhweI[

iek sWBy iek gXo isrhMd, 

PVwie bjIdY kr dey bMd[
(sRI gur pMQ pRkws – BweI rqn isMG BMgU)

As the night fall, Mata Ji and both the  
Sahibzade was kept in a prison at Morinda.

They were not provided with any blanket 
nor mattress during the chilling winter 
month.
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isr jwvy qw jwvy pr myrw is`KI isdk nw jwvy [

I don’t care if my head is decapitated but my faith for Sikhi shall never leave. 

Photo by Gurpreet Singh Sambhi


